RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
It is absurdly untrue to say, as ingenious gossips
have repeated, that when, at five minutes to three.
Chamberlain began his long statement, he knew the
dramatic manner in which his speech would end. He
may have imagined that a favourable communica-
tion might come through at some moment during the
day. But it is a fantastic thing to say that Halifax
and he had plotted that a message should be handed
to Halifax in the Peers' Gallery at 4.15 and that it
should then be hurriedly passed into Chamberlain's
hands as he was speaking. Yet this ludicrous statement
has been seriously made. Just before he ended at 4.22
Chamberlain announced that his personal message
to Mussolini had resulted in the Duce's interceding
with Hitler and persuading him to agree to postpone
mobilization for twenty-four hours. He then con-
veyed Hitler's message inviting him to Munich on
Thursday morning. " I need not say what my answer
will be." The scene that followed has often been
described. One Member on the Government benches
yelled "Thank God for Neville!" "Neville" asked
to be released and for the adjournment of the debate.
Short speeches of good wishes were uttered by Attlee,
Sinclair, Maxton and Lansbury. Mr. Gallacher, the
Communist, was an exception amid the general
thanksgiving. "I protest," he shouted, "against the
dismemberment of Czechoslovakia." Some Members
wept with relief and muttered their thanks to the
Almighty. The House was up before 4.30.
This demonstration, I believe, had a tremendous
effect upon Chamberlain. He saw around him the
representatives of the British people standing up,
waving their order papers, cheering a great reprieve.
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